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�Cooperation - th em atic  res earc h  areas
� Ideas - f r o n t i er  r esear c h  ( E R C )
� P eopl e - h u m an res ou rc es
�Capac ities :

�Infrastructures
� S M E s
� R eg i o ns o f k no w l ed g e
� R esearch  p o tenti al
� S ci ence i n so ci ety

FP7 (2007-201 3 )  – B u i l d i n g  t h e  
E u r o p e  o f  k n o w l e d g e
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� S u pport to ind iv id u al  team s ,  to prom ote 
ex c el l enc e th rou g h  E u rope-w id e c om petition

� F rontier res earc h
� I nv es tig ator-d riv en
� A l l  areas  of  s c ienc e and  tec h nol og y
� I nd epend ent s c ientif ic  g ov ernanc e       
( S c ientif ic  Cou nc il )

� D ed ic ated  im pl em entation s tru c tu re 
( E x ec u tiv e A g enc y )

� S im pl if ied  g rant m ec h anis m

S p e c i f i c  p r o g r a m m e  “ I d e a s ”  
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� E nc ou rag ing  and  s u pporting  th e f ines t tal ent
� S el ec ting  th e m os t prom is ing  res earc h  areas
� G iv ing  E u ropean v is ib il ity  to res earc h  

l ead ers
� Catal y s ing  th e c reation of  a m ore ef f ic ient 

E u ropean res earc h  s y s tem

Frontier Research: The European Challenge, A pril 2 0 0 5 ;  
Report b y  the Frontier research H igh-lev el Ex pert G roup 

E u r o p e a n  a d d e d  v a l u e  t h r o u g h  
E u r o p e -w i d e  c o m p e t i t i o n
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A  new  und erstand i ng  o f b asi c research i s need ed  to  av o i d  
o utm o d ed  d i sti ncti o ns:

� B etw een “ b asi c”  and  “ ap p l i ed ”  research
� B etw een “ sci ence”  and  “ tech no l o g y ”
� B etw een “ trad i ti o nal ”  d i sci p l i nes

T h e term  “ F ro nti er research ”  refl ects:
� g o i ng  b ey o nd  th ese categ o ri es;
� th at b asi c research  i n sci ence and  tech no l o g y  i s o f 

cri ti cal  i m p o rtance to  eco no m i c and  so ci al  w el fare;
� th at research  at and  b ey o nd  th e fro nti ers o f 

und erstand i ng  i s an i ntri nsi cal l y  ri sk y  v enture;
� th at i t i s ch aracteri sed  b y  an ab sence o f d i sci p l i nary  

b o und ari es.

W h y  f r o n t i e r  r e s e a r c h ?
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T h e term  “ ind iv id ual  t eam” ,  d esig nat ing  t h e ER C unit  
of  support

� T h e p ri nci p al  i nv esti g ato r ( th e ‘ team  l ead er’ )  h as 
� p o w er to  assem b l e h i s/ h er research  g ro up  

reg ard l ess o f si z e 
� and  th e freed o m  to  ch o o se th e research  to p i c.  

� Ind i v i d ual  team s m ay  co nsi st o f any  g ro up i ng  o f 
research ers w h i ch  i s ap p ro p ri ate fo r th e co nd uct o f a 
p ro j ect;  th us m em b ers m ay  b e d raw n fro m  o ne o r 
sev eral  l eg al  enti ti es,  fro m  ei th er w i th i n o r acro ss 
nati o nal  b o und ari es,  i ncl ud i ng  th i rd  co untri es

I n d i v i d u a l  t e a m
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� A u tonom ou s  ( ind epend ent of  pol itic al  interes t)
� E f f ic ient ( l ow  b u reau c rac y )
� W ith  nec es s ary  f inanc ial  m eans  ( at prog ram m e 

and  proj ec t l ev el )
B u t  al so … .

� A c c ou ntab l e ( s c ientif ic ,  f inanc ial )
� A ppropriate E u ropean S tru c tu re

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s
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� S c i en t i f i c  C o u n c i l
� D edi c at ed i m p l em en t at i o n  st r u c t u r e 

( E x ec u tiv e A g enc y ;  pos s ib l e A rtic l e 1 7 1  
s tru c tu re l ater)

T h e  E u r o p e a n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l  
(E R C ) :  s t r u c t u r a l  c o m p o n e n t s
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� N am es o f S C  fo und i ng  m em b ers w ere anno unced  o n 
1 8  J ul y  2 0 0 5  fo l l o w i ng  an i nd ep end ent p ro ced ure 
carri ed  o ut b y  th e E R C  Id enti fi cati o n C o m m i ttee

� Ind ep end ent;  resp ected  sci enti fi c p erso nal i ti es,  
refl ecti ng  th e ful l  sco p e o f E uro p ean research ;  acti ng  
i n th ei r p erso nal  cap aci ty  

� R esp o nsi b l e fo r o v ersi g h t and  g uarantee o f q ual i ty  i n 
sci enti fi c d eci si o n-m ak i ng

� P ri o r to  F P 7  d eci si o n,  w o ul d  act as ad v i so ry  b o d y  i n 
th e d ev el o p m ent o f th e S p eci fi c p ro g ram m e “ Id eas”  

� N o m i nated  b y  E C  d eci si o n

E R C  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l  (S C )



10

� E stab l i sh  o v eral l  sci enti fi c strateg y  
� E nsure th e p rep arati o n o f th e w o rk  p ro g ram m e 

( i ncl ud i ng  cal l s fo r p ro p o sal s,  d etai l ed  cri teri a o f 
ex cel l ence, … )

� D efi ne p eer rev i ew  m eth o d o l o g y ;  ensure sel ecti o n and  
accred i tati o n o f ex p erts

� M o ni to r q ual i ty  o f o p erati o ns and  ev al uate p ro g ram m e 
i m p l em entati o n

� A ssure co m m uni cati o n w i th  th e sci enti fi c co m m uni ty

R o l e  o f  t h e  E R C  S c i e n t i f i c  C o u n c i l  (S C )  



11

� E x ecute w o rk  p ro g ram m e as estab l i sh ed  b y  th e 
S ci enti fi c C o unci l

� Im p l em ent cal l s fo r p ro p o sal s ( i nfo rm ati o n and  
sup p o rt to  ap p l i cants;  p ro p o sal  recep ti o n/ el i g i b i l i ty  
ch eck ;  etc. )

� O rg ani se p eer rev i ew  ev al uati o n
� E stab l i sh  g rant ag reem ents,  transfer fund s
� A d m i ni ster sci enti fi c and  fi nanci al  asp ects and  

fo l l o w -up  o f g rant ag reem ents

E R C  D e d i c a t e d  I m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
S t r u c t u r e
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� G uaranto r o f th e auto no m y  and  i nteg ri ty  o f th e E R C  
� E nsure th at i m p l em entati o n fo l l o w s p ri nci p l es o f 

auto no m y
� A d o p t w o rk  p ro g ram m e as estab l i sh ed  b y  th e S ci enti fi c 

C o unci l
� “ D o ub l e l o ck ”  b y  th e P ro g ram m e C o m m i ttee
� P ro v i d e annual  rep o rt o n E R C  o p erati o ns to  C o unci l  

and  E uro p ean P arl i am ent

T h e  E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n ’ s  d u t i e s
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A n inv es tm ent in res earc h  and  res earc h  l ead ers
� S u pport f or inv es tig ator-d riv en res earc h  

proj ec ts  im pl em ented  b y  ind iv id u al  team s
� A ttrac tiv e ( b u d g et s iz e,  d u ration and  

c ond itions )
� A d m inis trativ el y  s im pl e
� F l ex ib l e in appl ic ation

Fr o n t i e r  R e s e a r c h  G r a n t :
K e y  p r i n c i p l e s
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S c ientif ic  Cou nc il  w il l  s et param eters  and  
ov ers ee th e proc es s .
� E x c el l enc e and  trans parenc y  are k ey  

princ ipl es
� P erm anent pool  of  ac c red ited  peer 

rev iew ers  need ed  ( =  W orl d ’ s  b es t 
s c ientis ts  and  s c h ol ars )

� H ig h  th rou g h pu t,  q u as i-c ontinu ou s  
proc es s es  m ay  b e nec es s ary

Pe e r  r e v i e w  p r o c e s s
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2 0 0 5   A pr  6 t h F P 7  p ro p o sal
J ul  1 8 t h S ci enti fi c C o unci l nam es p ub l i sh ed
S ep 2 1 st S p eci fi c p ro g ram m e p ro p o sal  
O c t  1 8 t h S ci enti fi c C o unci l  starts w o rk  
D ec  2 3 t h    R ul es o f p arti ci p ati o n p ro p o sal  
D ec  1 6 t h D eci si o n o n F i nanci al  p ersp ecti v es

2 0 0 6  D eci si o ns o n F P 7  � S P s � R o P
D eci si o n o n A g ency  structure
F i rst cal l s fo r p ro p o sal s

2 0 0 7 S tart o f fund i ng

T i m e t a b l e  
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Fu r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n

B a s i c  r e s e a r c h  w e b s i t e :
http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/future/basic_research/index_en.html


