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‘‘ I d e a s ’  P r o g r a m m eI d e a s ’  P r o g r a m m e –– E R CE R C
( E u r o p e a n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l )( E u r o p e a n  R e s e a r c h  C o u n c i l )

� Proposals and funding areas are curiosity-driv en and « b ottom -
up » ;  funding support across all areas,  including S ocio-
econom ic sciences and H um anities

� B udget 2 0 0 7 -2 0 1 3 :  7 . 5  b illion euros (+ / - 1 0 -1 5 %  for S S H )
� F unding directed to indiv idual team s and proj ects selected 

solely on th e criteria of ex cellence
� N o pre-defined research  agenda b ut 5  specific E R C  panels

dealing w ith  S S H  th em es (1 . Individuals and Organisations, 
2 . Institutions, b e h aviour, value s and b e lie f s, 3 . T h e  h um an m ind 
and its c om p le x ity , 4 . C ulture s and c ultural dive rsity , 5 . T h e  
study  of  th e  p ast and of  c ultural arte f ac ts)
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‘‘ C a p a c i t i e s ’  P r o g r a m m eC a p a c i t i e s ’  P r o g r a m m e
R e s e a r c h  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e sR e s e a r c h  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e s

� U nder S S H  th e R e se arc h  Inf rastruc ture concept cov ers m ainly 
" soft"  tools (datab ases,  I T  tools and m eth odologies,  data 
arch iv es etc).  

� 6 significant RI projects in SSH have been identified in the 
final  E SF RI Roadm ap ,  adopted on O ctob er 1 9 ,  2 0 0 6  and 
presented to th e C om m ission:
- CESSDA (Council of Eur. Social Science Data Archive)
- CL AR I N  (Com m on L ang uag e R es ources  and  T echno- I nfras tr.)
- DAR I AH  (Dig ital R es earch I nfras tr. for the Arts  and  H um an.)
- ER O H S (Eur. O b s ervatory  for the H um an and  Social Sciences )
- ESS (the Europ ean Social Survey )
- SH AR E (Survey  of H ealth,  Ag eing  and  R etirem ent in Europ e
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S c i e n c e  i n  S o c i e t yS c i e n c e  i n  S o c i e t y
u n d e r p i n n e d  b y  S o c i ou n d e r p i n n e d  b y  S o c i o -- e c o n o m i c  e c o n o m i c  

a n d  h u m a n i t i e s  r e s e a r c ha n d  h u m a n i t i e s  r e s e a r c h
� R esearch  on relationsh ips b etw een science,  dem ocracy and 

law  
� R esearch  on E th ics in science and tech nology
� R esearch  on th e reciprocal influence of science and culture 
� M eta-analysis of gender &  science research
� R esearch  on new  m eth ods in science education
� R esearch  aim ed at enh ancing science com m unication in its 

m eth ods and its products
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• The structure of SSH specific programme is based on        
5 major E U  challenges and 2  cross cutting activities: 
the E U  challenges are still at the top of the agenda for 
the nex t 6 years.

• SSH programme is “problem oriented  and policy 
relev ance”; high importance placed on policy support 
(both research policy and E U  policies).

• High level of communication and ex ploitation is therefore 
necessary. M anagement of research has also to be 
more “policy and user oriented”.

S S H  i n  F P 7S S H  i n  F P 7
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Research Activities

Five Activities based on major challenges for the EU:
• G row th,  emp loy ment and comp eti ti v eness i n a k now ledge soci ety   (“Lisbon strategy”)
� C ombi ni ng economi c,  soci al and env i ronmental objecti v es i n a Eu rop ean p ersp ecti v e  (“S u stainabl e d ev el op m ent” )    
� M ajor trends i n soci ety  and thei r i mp li cati ons (“S oc ial  trend s”)
� Eu rop e i n the w orld (“I nternational isation”)
� T he C i ti z en i n the EU ( “ C i ti z enshi p ” )

T w o “ cross-cu tti ng”  A cti v i ti es:
� S oci o-economi c and sci enti fi c i ndi cators 
� F oresi ght acti v i ty
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The f undam ental s: prob l em  oriented 
and pol icy  rel evant research

� T he F ramew ork  P rogramme deci si on clari fi es that the mai n goal  
of the S S H  p rogramme i s ‘G enerating an in-d ep th ,  sh ared  
u nd erstand ing of  th e c om p l ex  and  interrel ated  soc io-ec onom ic  
c h al l enges E u rop e is c onf ronted  w ith  [ … ]  in p artic u l ar w ith  th e 
v iew  to p rov id ing an im p rov ed  k now l ed ge base f or p ol ic ies in th e
f iel d s c onc erned ’ .

� I t i s ex p lai ned fu rthermore that: ‘T h e ac tiv ities to be su p p orted  [ … ]  
are ex p ec ted  to c ontribu te signif ic antl y to im p rov ing th e 
f orm u l ation,  im p l em entation,  im p ac ts and  assessm ents of  p ol ic y 
and  th e d ef inition of  regu l atory m easu res in a w id e range of    
areas [ … ] ’  .
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WP design procedure:                   
principal  actors

� The C ommission (principal actor, responsible for the 
implementation of the SSH programme)

� The scientific community represented in the Advisory 
E x pert G roup on SSH (advises on the design of the W P)

� M embers States represented in the SSH Programme 
C ommitee (advises in the design of the W P and formaly 
approves it).
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1st Call for proposals:
• 2  deadlines: in M ay 2 007  and in N ovember 2 007
• About 1000 proposals have been received (530 +  4 30) 

for a budget of 130 million euro (total FP6:                    
1600 proposals).

• From the f irs t deadline, 65 proposals have been 
selected (60 M €), w ell covering the w ork  programme

• The evaluation of proposals addressed to the s econd 
deadline w ill be finaliz ed at the end of J anuary 2 008 .

F irst Year E x perience
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• I n general,  resu lts of the 1 st C all for P rop osals are a su ccess 
both i n terms of ev alu ati on/  selecti on p rocess and su bstance 
of the research.

• T he enlargement of the p rogramme ( i nternati onal di mensi on,  
hu mani ti es,  env i ronment,  p ost carbon-soci ety ,  agri cu ltu re and 
ru ral di mensi on,  q u anti tati v e analy si s)  has been w ell 
u nderstood i n general.

• A ll the top i cs are cov ered;  a good balance betw een di sci p li nes;  
both q u ali tati v e and q u anti tati v e ap p roaches;  strong p oli cy  
relev ance as w ell as generati on of new  i nnov ati v e k now ledge.

• O p enness to many  new  teams;  bu t sti ll not w ell enou gh 
balanced cov erage of EU M ember S tates;  i mp ortant 
p arti ci p ati on of new  EU cou ntri es ( 1 5 % )  and i nternati onal 
coop erati on ( 6 % ) .

F irst m essages
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 1                                                      

“ L isb on strategy ”
• Strong potential contribution for E R A w ith 2  projects about 
research and innovation systems in the contex t of 
internationaliz ation (SC I FI -G low , G lobI nn).

• I n depth understanding of services: 7  projects related to 
new  services related to innovation; financial services; 
tangible investments (SE R V PI N N , FI N E SS, I N N O DR I V E , 
I AR E G … )
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 2                                                      

“ S ustainab l e D evel opm ent S trategy ”
• N ew  dimension of SSH programme through 2  projects 
about social and economic dimensions of agriculture, 
rural and land use issues (e.g.: R U FU S, C AP-I R E ).

• A new  instrument: social platform selected for social 
cohesion and urban issues (Social-Polis)

• N ew  indicators for Sustainable Development subject           
(2  projects) to scenario building (e.g.: SM I LE ).
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 3                                                      

“ S ocietal  Trends”
• Demography: impact of demographic changes; potential            of seniors; fertility and migration (new  pattern of migration) –6 projects (e.g.: M U LTI LI N K S, ASPA, R E PR O , TR AN SN E T… )
• Y outh and social inclusion (ethnic differences in education, social inclusion/ ex clusion, young adults, social and political integration of young unemployed – 5 projects                               (e.g.: E DU M I G R O M , E U M AR G I N S, Y O U N E X … )
• I nterethnic tolerance and neighbourhood integration in the urban spaces, religious education, w ays in w hich transnational media reshape the political landscapes of citiz enship in the E uropean U nion  – 5 projects (e.g.: M edia and C itiz ens, G E M I C , R E M C … ) 
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 4                                                      

“ E urope in the w orl d”
A  m ajor initiative:
• G lobal Economi c G ov ernance: abou t i ntegrati on of di fferent ty p es

of mark ets;  mi grati on and mobi li ty  of labou r – 1  p roject (PL E G G E D )
• C onfli cts and p eace: transnati onal commu ni ti es ( C S O  i nstru ment) ;

di asp oras for p eace;  ju sti ce and du rable p eace;  mu lti -stak eholders 
p artnershi p  i n p ost-confli ct reconstru cti on – 4  p rojects (e. g. :  
I N F O C O N )

• H u man ri ghts and confli cts: mass atroci ty  cases and i mp act of the 
cri mi nal p rocedu res;  ‘ p ri v ati sati on’  of w ar and regu latory  i ssu es;  
armed confli cts and transi ti onal ju sti ce  - 3  p rojects (e. g. :  PR I V -
W A R )
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 5                                                      

“ The citiz en in E U ”
• C itiz enship: racial anti-discrimination law s, enacting 
E uropean citiz enship – 2  projects (G E N DE R AC E , E N AC T)

• Histories and identities: evolution of E uropean identity, 
articulation of regional, national and E uropean identities, 
nations betw een states along the new  eastern borders of 
the E U  – 5 projects (e.g. E U R O I DE N TI TI E S, SPHE R E , 
C R I C … ).

• C reativity: art festivals and the E uropean public culture –
1 project (E U R O FE STI V AL).
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 6                                                      
“ Indicators”

• A major outcome: possibility to mak e impact assessment of 
innovation and research policies; possibility of forecast and 
comparison betw een all the E U  countries – 1 project 
(DE M E TE R )

• V arious indicators for policy-mak ing including pattern data, 
poverty and living conditions – 5 projects (e.g.: I nnoS& T, 
AM E LI , R I SQ … )
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Selected projects from the 1st deadline – F irst C all for P roposals
ACTIVITY 8                                                      

“ S upport to S S H ”
• Activity relative to emerging needs and coordinated and 
specific actions.

• E merging needs not really innovative – 4  projects of w hich 
one on regenerative medicine (R E M E DI E )

• I nternational cooperation q uite w ell addressed w ith 4  
projects covering Asia, Africa and Latin America                
(e.g.: C R E ATI N G , E U LAK S, E U R ASI A-N et… )

• Also 3 projects on communication and dissemination of 
information, including the N ational C ontact Points.
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• V ery encouraging one-year results.
• O penness of the programme is enlarging the scientific community of SSH and motivating it.
• Support to policy (E U  policies and E R A) and ex ploitation of results is also a driving force w hich motivates the participants.
• Foresight w ill strengthen this interest.
• ERANET and ERANET + should  motivate the M ember States administrations; it could conduct to additional call  for proposals.
• Link s w ith E R C , C apacities and M arie C urie have to become more strategic.

I n  c o n c l u s i o n  
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Thank you for your attention!Thank you for your attention!


